
 
 

Summary trial extension of aid request  
 (Magistrates or Children’s Court – solicitor and counsel)  

Guideline 2 
 
Complete and submit this request when seeking an extension to a previous 
MG1 grant when the solicitor is seeking aid for trial where counsel will be 
retained and instructed by the solicitor at the trial. 
 
If aid is approved, an extension of aid will be granted for solicitor and for 
counsel. 
 
Please provide the details below to complete the application based on your 
preparation to date. 
 
Part A – Instructions for trial (mandatory) 
 
□ I have signed instructions that this matter will proceed to trial and confirm that:* 
 

□ the client has not indicated to me that they intend to plead guilty in relation to 
this matter. 

□ the prosecution have not indicated their intention to withdraw these charges. 
 
Part B – For aid to be approved for trial it is mandatory that the applicant has a 
reasonable defence to the charge/s   
 
I am of the opinion that the applicant for aid:*  
 

 has a reasonable defence to the charge/s and prospects of acquittal on the 
basis of the following: * 

 
□ There are credibility issues in favour of the defendant. * 
□ Independent witness/es written statements on file support a defence to 

the charge.* 
□ On the basis of the admissible evidence, the prosecution will be unable to 

prove an element of the charge/s. * 
□ The defendant is likely to succeed on the basis of the following defence: * 
 

 
 

 Chapter 5 defence 
 Other criminal code defence 
 Other legislative defence 
 Other 

 
 
 
 
 

 does not have a reasonable defence to the charge/s.  
 
Part C - Summary trial guidelines 
  
□ The applicant is a child or was a child at the time of the offence. 

* Details of the defence (300 characters): 

Pick List of alternatives below 



(if this box is checked no further information is required.  Please submit the 
application). 
 

□ The applicant has limited ability to give instructions because of a disability or 
disadvantage to an extent that precludes self representation: * 

 
* Nature of disability / disadvantage 

 
 mental illness or impairment 
 physical disability 
 sensory disability 
 non-English speaking background and requires an interpreter 
 significant literacy issues and there is significant material to be read. 

 
 
 

 
 
I am of the opinion that if the applicant for aid is convicted at trial: 
 

 the court is likely to impose a term of imprisonment. 

 the conviction would be likely to have a detrimental effect on the applicant’s 
livelihood or employment. * 

 
 
 
 

 
Part D - Counsel guidelines 
 
□ Sufficient complexity exists with this matter which require the expertise of 

counsel. * 
 

Aid is sought to engage counsel in relation to this matter due to the following: 
 

 The proper conduct of the case requires substantial cross-examination of 

numerous witnesses.  

□ There are numerous co-accused represented by different solicitors.  

□ There are children or special witnesses to be cross-examined.  

□ The admissibility of evidence is contested or matters of law will require 

significant and detailed legal argument.  

□ Expert evidence is relied upon to support the prosecution or defence case 

and significant examination or cross-examination of witnesses will be 

required. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
CERTIFICATION 
 
I,   
 

* Supporting information: 

*Details of how the disability or disadvantage impacts on client’s capacity to self 
represent (2000 characters): 

Pick List of alternatives below 

 

* Explain how your client’s livelihood will be impacted by a conviction in relation to this 
offence (2000 characters): 

Solicitor’s name 



certify that : 
 

 I am a practitioner with the abovementioned law practice;* and 

 The information provided is true and correct;* and  

 If aid is approved the counsel I intend to brief is the holder of a current practicing 
certificate under the Legal profession Act 2007, * and 

 This certification is made on the basis of material (medical or legal) either 
attached or held by this law practice in relation to this applicant and I agree to 
produce this information if requested,* and 
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