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Committal Hearing Checklist 
 
To complete this checklist successfully you MUST complete Part A AND EITHER:  
 
     - PART B, IRP and Certification; OR  
     - PART C, IRP and Certification 

 
If this checklist is completed aid MAY be granted for a committal hearing in the Magistrate Court. The relevant grants 
of aid provide for a solicitor preparing and appearing only and does not include the use of Counsel. 

 
PART A     COMMITTAL HEARING  
 All offences the subject of this application for aid are to be heard under the Amendments provided in the Civil and 
Criminal Jurisdiction Reform and Modernisation Amendment Act 2010 
 
PART B     COMMITTAL HEARING (PROJECT OR PRESCRIBED)  
 The Committal is to be heard in the Brisbane Central or Ipswich Magistrates Courts and is for an indictable offence 
which is not proceeding summarily, that carries a maximum penalty of more than 14 years imprisonment ; 
OR 
 The Committal is to be heard in the Brisbane or Ipswich Magistrates Courts and is for an indictable offence which 
is not proceeding summarily, that carries a maximum penalty of 14 years or less imprisonment;  
OR 
 The Committal is for an indictable offence which is not proceeding summarily, that carries a maximum penalty 
of more than 14 years imprisonment, which is NOT to be heard in the Brisbane or Ipswich Magistrates Court 
OR 
 The Committal is for an indictable offence which is not proceeding summarily, that carries a maximum penalty 
of less than 14 years imprisonment, which is NOT to be heard in the Brisbane or Ipswich Magistrates Courts and the 
client is in prison. 
 
PART C     COMMITTAL MERIT TEST  
ALL of the following must be completed: 
 The Committal is for an indictable offence which is not proceeding summarily AND 
 The matter includes offence(s) which carries a maximum penalty of 14 years imprisonment or less AND 
 The matter is NOT to be heard in the Brisbane or Ipswich Magistrates Courts, AND 
 There is a strong likelihood that the defendant will benefit from such representation on the basis of one (1) or 
more of the following factors (supporting information must be provided on the final page of application: 
 

At least one (1) of the following factors must be identified: 
 On the basis of the admissible evidence, the prosecution will be unable to prove an element of the charge; 
OR 
 The defendant is likely to succeed on the basis of the following defence (must be specified on final page 
of application): 

 Chapter 5 defence 
 Other Criminal Code defence 
 Other legislative defence 

 Additional disclosure by the prosecution may result in the charge which the defendant faces not proceeding by 
way of committal and being dealt with summarily (must be specified on final page of application); 
 
 The committal will identify an early plea for a matter which must be determined in the District Court (if selected, 
please confirm): 
 
 The defendant has not instructed to plead guilty to a charge which must be determined in the District Court 
 
 The defendant has been charged with numerous offences which the defendant has instructed to take to trial, 
and the committal will significantly reduce the length of a subsequent District Court trial by reducing the issues in 
dispute; 
 
 This matter involves a large amount of evidentiary material, and the committal will significantly reduce the length 
of a subsequent District Court trial by reducing the issues in dispute. (Specify the nature and volume of material 
to be relied upon on the final page of the application) 
 
 The defendant suffers from one of the following disabilities or disadvantages which prevent self representation at 
committal proceedings: 

 A mental illness that precludes self-representation at committal 
 A disability that precludes self-representation at committal (e.g. intellectual disability, language or literacy 
problem) 

 
CERTIFICATION  
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For the purpose of auditing, the practitioner's file must contain evidence supporting the above, for example, 
defendant's criminal history, traffic history, bench charge sheets, QP9, police brief, Copies of sentencing precedents, 
client's written instructions, notations by practitioner, signed witness statements, references and or certificates, 
medical reports and interpreter invoices. 
 I certify the information provided is true and correct and is based on information I have obtained from: 
 The defendant's QP9s, criminal and traffic history and any other relevant material; and/or 
 Instructions obtained from the defendant 
 
CERTIFICATION 
CLIENT NAME : 
 
I, _________________________________ of (firm name) ___________________________________ certify: 
 
 
 
1. I am a practitioner with the abovementioned firm. 
2. I have indicated on this form the basis on which I believe the applicant has eligibility to be granted legal aid, 
3. I make this certification on the basis material currently held by this firm in relation to this applicant. 
 
 
 
 


